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The lath are usually nailed to cross pieces in sections of
suitable size to be handled by two men. The shelter rests
about eight feet from the ground and the lath should run
north and south.
The soil for the seed-bed should be deep, sandy loam,
free from stones and well-drained. Virgin soil is best,
but if that is not obtainable, good, rich grain land will
answer. It should of course be worked up into a fine
state of tilth, leveled, and slightly firmed with a light roller.
If dry seed is used, it should be soaked for twenty-four
hours before planting. If the bed is to be irrigated by
running water through furrows, the ground is laid off in
rows twelve inches wide with very shallow furrows about
eight or ten inches wide. A broad, shallow, slow stream
of water is needed to soak through such rows. The seed is
planted broadcast on these wide rows, every sixth row being
left vacant for a walk. In case the bed is watered from
above by automatic sprinklers, as is usually the case,
the seed is broadcasted over the entire surface of the
ground except for a twelve-inch path every ten feet. In
some cases the seed is simply planted about one inch deep
in the loose soil and then thoroughly watered. In most
cases, however, the seed is gently pressed into the soil
with a board and covered from ^ to 1 inch deep with
clean coarse river sand especially provided for the purpose.
This covering of sand prevents the ground from baking
and also keeps the surface dry. The seeds are placed
about one inch apart each way and if half of them or even
an average of thirty to the square foot grow, the stand is
considered satisfactory.
One of the greatest dangers to the seed-bed is the pos-